Editor's Foreword
It has been a Joy and a privilege to prepare Surendranath Voegeli-Arya's translations of Thayumanavar for the press. In giving us these fine renderings of the Saiva saint, my Indian friend has done a great service to Western readers. For Thayumanavar belongs to the whole world. His poems will one day take their place in the Larger Bible of the Universal Church.
This little book is by its very nature appointed to be read in churches. A devotional spirit pervades every poem. But the teaching of Thayumanavar does not end in the temple. Thayumanavar was great Bhakta, but his love always leads to Karma-yoga. Religion is not only for the temple; it is for the home and the market-place and the government-house. Religion must be lived.
The name of Thayumanavar is a household word in the Tamil-speaking country. The saint has his place in the Saiva religion. Like the Buddha, he pointed to a Middle Way between two extremes. And because of him, many have since walked in that Way. But it is the world view of Thayumanavar that appeals most to me. It is thrilling to find the essence of universal religion in words written so long ago as the seventeenth century. Good men of every faith will respond to the all-embracing love which finds expression in such poems as "Universalism," "Worship of the Supreme Spirit," "The all Pervading God," "Spiritual Democracy" and "Thy Salvation is for All." Psalms such as these could only have been written by one of the Groat Companions. Throughout the ages the sectarians have tried to shut God "in the prison-house of their narrow creeds," but the Great Ones of the earth have always rejoiced that the Father-Mother-spirit cannot be so confined. Like Thayumanavar, they have said:
"It is good to know that Thou art infinitely better than the intolerant priests and   their  blind followers describe Thee to be."
This is a book for all who are working for World Religion and World Brotherhood.
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